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in the fashion of the East, told me that he had
just arrived with some pilgrims from Damietta,
and begged that we would detain ourselves for
him, that he might have the honour of entering
Jerusalem with a " Milord Inglese."
I was glad to evade this ill-timed flattery by
pressing a subject on which I had determined to
make minute enquiry. The fact of Bonaparte's
having murdered his prisoners here in cold blood
had been doubted, from the mere circumstances of
the consul having omitted to mention it, though
he had not been once questioned as to the point.
This, however, I was resolved to do; and in
reply we were assured by this same consul's son,
Damiani, himself an old man of sixty, and a
spectator of all that passed here during the
French invasion, that such massacre did really
take place j and twenty mouths were opened at
once to confirm the tale.
It was related to us, that Bonaparte had issued
a decree, ordering that no one should be per-
mitted to pass freely without having a written
protection bearing his signature; but publishing
at the same time an assurance that this should be
granted to all who would apply for it on a given
day. The multitude confided in the promise,
and were collected on the appointed day without
the city, to the number of ten or twelve hundred
persons, including men, women, and children.